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A NEW DOCUMENT FOR THE CEPPO HOSPITAL 
MEDALLIONS 



The decorations of the portico of the Ceppo Hospital at Pistoia 
have long afforded a battle ground for art historians. They 
have been attributed to almost evfery member of the Robbia 
school. In the Brickbuilder for 1890, pp. 222-224, I maintained 
that the medallions and half medallions, and they alone, should 
on stylistic grounds be attributed to Giovanni della Robbia. 
Milanesi had already stated that the archives of the hospital 
show that Giovanni della Robbia received payments between 
1525 and 1529, with no record of the sum paid nor of the object 
for which payments were made. A careful examination of the 
archives of the Ceppo hospital and of the mother hospital, S. 
Maria Nuova, Florence, resulted in the discovery of various 
sums received by Giovanni, and one of the objects is described as 
"uno tondo dalla ruhie. " These records were copied by my friend 
Mr. Rufus G. Mather, and published by him in L'Arte, XXI, 
1918, p. 196, IV, and by myself in A. J. A., XXII, 1918, pp. 361- 
377. 

Mr. Mather has just discovered at S. Maria Nuova a new and 
important document, which definitely connects the name of 
Giovanni della Robbia with the medallions of the Ceppo hospital. 
These medallions irotundi) are described as five full medallions 
of glazed terra-cotta ornamented with figures or coats of arms 
and four half medallions of the same material. Two of them were 
to be dehvered during the month of March, 1525, and the rest 
by May, 1526. Giovanni was to be paid at the rate of four and 
a half golden florins for each medallion. The record shows that 
Giovanni continued to receive payments until 1529, the year of 
his death. 

As the porch of the Ceppo hospital still displays five full medal- 
lions, (1) the Annunciation, which bears the date MDXXV, (2) 
the Visitation, (3) the Assumption, (4) the Ceppo coat of arms, 
(5) the arms of the Medici family, and four half medallions with 
arms of the Ceppo hospital or of the city of Pistoia, there can be 
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now no uncertainty as to the part played by Giovanni della 
Robbia in the decoration. 

Doctjment: [Discovered and copied by Mr. Rufus G. Mather.] 
"1525Indict(ione) 14 



(In margine: Locatio sculture) 

Item postea dictis a(n)no Jndict(iom) loco et die x mensis martij p(Tese)nt(i)- 
bus Paulo olim Nicci (Niccolai) d(e) bencis et Bartolo olim franc' Savellis 
civibus florent testibus etc 

R(everen)dus in xpo(cristo) p(ate)r d(omi)n(u)& L'*"' bonafidej hospitalarius 
et rector hospitalis S'« Marie Cippi d(e) Pistorio p(er) se et suos in d(i)c(t)o 
hospitali successor (i)8 et o(mn)i met(iori) mo(do) etc locavit Johan(n) j olim 
Andree marci d(ella) robbia scultori d(e) florentia 
1525 Indict 14' 

p(rese)nti et conducenti etc ad laborandum et intagliandum quinque rotu- 
(n)dos terre cocte i(n)vetriate integros cu(m) intagliatione figurarum et armo- 
rum eo mo (do) et forma et scultura et eadem magnitudine unius rotundj que 
d(e)dit scultu et itagliatu dicto dno Ifi" dicto no(m)i(n)e Item quatuor medios 
eiusdem sortis q(ui) omnes circulj ascendunt ad su(m)ma(m) nove rotundorum 
qui Johan(n)es conductor p(ro)misit et sole(m)ni stipulatione convenit dicto 
dno L'*" dicto no(m)i(n)e p(rese)nti et stipulati eidem dare et tradere duos ex 
dictis rotudis itagUatos et p(er)fectos p(er) tu(tum) p(rese)nte(m) m6se martij 
reliquos v(er)o p(er) tutu mese maij p(ro)ximi futuri 1526 et p(ro) eius labore 
et scultura p(ro)misit dictus dns L"*"' dicto no(mi(n)e dare et solvere eidem 
Johan(n)i p(rese)nti et stipulatj ut s(upra) flor aurj quatuor cu dimidio lar 
d(e)auro i auro p(ro)q''lbet(quolibet) rotundo cum pacto inito inter dcas 
p(ar)tes q(uod) si dictus Johannes no daret eidem dno L''" dictos rotudos 
p(er)fectos dictis temporibus possit dictus L''"' ut s(upra) Uceat locare aUjs 
quibus voluerit et placuerit impensa dicti Johan(n)is que o(mn)ia etc p(ro)- 
misit etc attendere etc sub pena flor xxv auri larg d(e) auro i auro que pena etc 
q»(qua) pena etc p(ro) quibus etc obligavit etc renutiavit etc cui etc p(ro) 
garantigia etc R(ogans) etc." 

[Archivio del R. Arcispedale di S. M. Nuova. Rogiti di Ser Antonio di Michele 
di ser Migliore Migliorati, Protoeolli 152Ji.-1626, segnato F. II c. 100' e 101.] 
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1 Heading of p. 101. The first word of the page is "p(rese)nti." 



